
WHAT’S ON 
2018
10% MEMBERS DISCOUNT ON EVENT TICKETS



TERMS AND CONDITIONS
All tickets are non-refundable except when an event is cancelled.

Child tickets apply to children aged below 16 at the time of the event.

The Yorkshire Arboretum accepts no responsibility for events or equipment provided by third parties.

Every care has been taken in the preparation of this leaflet but the Yorkshire Arboretum will not be held responsible 
for any loss, damage or inconvenience due to inaccuracy in the information therein.

I’m delighted to introduce the Yorkshire 
Arboretum’s 2018 programme of events.
With over 100 events including talks and walks, 
wildlife encounters, exhibitions, crafts, children’s 
activities and more I hope that you will find much 
of interest to you and your family. New this year is a 
series of Sunday morning Meetings with Trees.  
These walks will use different specimens in the 
arboretum’s collection to illustrate particular 
aspects of the life of trees. They are pilot activities in 
preparation for our second round Heritage Lottery 
Fund application. Further events will be added to the 
website as details become available so do check 
there from time to time.

Many events are included with the standard admission price and don’t forget 
our annual FREE ENTRY days (11 & 12 May) for all who have a YO postcode.

Your feedback on the events you attend and suggestions for future ones 
is always welcome, as are photos shared on our social media channels.

We look forward to welcoming you to the arboretum very soon 
and thank you for your support.

John Grimshaw 
Director



Sat 24 March – Sun 15 April 
During opening hours

 
EASTER ACTIVITY TRAIL
FREE

Follow the fun Easter trail and each clue will 
lead you closer to your sticker. Alternatively ask 
for a collecting strip and see what you can find 
on your own adventure.  

Mon 26 Mar – Sun 15 April 
During opening hours

 
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
FREE

An exhibition of the finalists’ and winning entries 
from our 2017 photography competition

WEEKLY DROP-IN 
TOURS
Let our friendly guides show 
you around the arboretum and 
explain the stories of the trees. 
Where do they come from, 
what are they used for, what’s 
so special about them? 

Tours take place every Thursday 
from April until 1st November 
and last 1-2 hours depending on 
the weather and how far we get 
on the day.

Weds 28 March 10am-3pm

 
EXPLORERS CLUB – BEAST DAY!
£15, £12 FOR SECOND AND 
SUBSEQUENT SIBLINGS

Lots of nature-based activities for intrepid 
explorers aged 6-11 including a minibeast hunt, 
decomposition activities, art, outdoor music  
and crafts. 

No adults allowed!  Booking essential.  
Please bring a packed lunch. 3



Sun 8 April

 
FRIARS HILL
See column on page 11

Tues 10 April 10:30am

 
MEMBERS’ MORNING

 FREE

Join our director, John Grimshaw, over a cup 
of coffee for an informal get together followed 
by a walk around the arboretum under his 
expert guidance. You are guaranteed to 
discover something new no matter whether 
you have recently joined or have been 
a member for years! 

Booking required please.

Sat 28 April 8:45-11:45am

 
PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE
£50

A half-day workshop taking photographs and 
receiving advice and support from a qualified 
teacher who has many years experience.  
The course is ideal for beginners or for those 
who are new to digital photography. 

Book directly with Ryedale Garden Photography 
at ryedalegardenphotography.wordpress.com

Weds 11 April 10am-3pm

 
JUNIOR RANGERS
£7.50 PER CHILD

A fun-packed day for children aged 5-11, with 
seasonal indoor and outdoor nature inspired 
activities and crafts. 

Please note that an accompanying adult must stay 
for the session.  Booking via Howardian Hills AONB  
website (howardianhills.org.uk). Please note that 
this session will be based in Helmsley and not at 
the arboretum. 

Thurs 12 April 7.30-9pm

 
ALPINE FLOWERS OF 
NORTHERN GREECE 
BY PROF JOHN RICHARDS
FREE BUT DONATIONS WELCOME

See column on page 5.

Sun 15 April 10:30am
POETRY WALK
NORMAL ADMISSION PLUS £2

Join place-writing poet Bernie Cullen for a walk 
around the arboretum stopping at some of the 
locations that have inspired her writing. Bernie 
will read some of the poems that she wrote as 
part of her residency here and a pamphlet will 
be available to purchase.

Sun 15 April 11am

 
WHAT’S IN A NAME?
NORMAL ADMISSION

The full name of a tree includes its family name. 
Trees which appear very different can, in fact, be 
closely related and, by looking in more detail, 
we will see how family resemblances show up in 
surprising and interesting ways.

See page 13.

Weds 18 April 11am-3pm

 
DEMONSTRATION DAY
FREE

Meet our Artist in Residence, Justine Warner, 
who will be in the Visitor Centre with her sewing 
machine  today and preparing work for her 
show in October. 

Drop-in event.



Sat 28 April 10:30am-12:30pm

 
BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS
ADULT £5, CHILD £2.50 PLUS ADMISSION

Join our birding expert, Andy Chapman, for a 
relaxing stroll around the arboretum spotting 
and listening out for the bird life that is so 
abundant here.

Sun 6 May

 
WEATHERVANE HOUSE &  
BOUNDARY COTTAGE
See column on page 11.

Mon 7 May

 
WEATHERVANE HOUSE 
& FOSSGYL
See column on page 11.

GARDEN TALKS
We have a great line up 
of internationally known 
speakers for our garden 
talks which take place at the 
arboretum in the spring and 
autumn. 

All are welcome to the talks 
which start at 7:30pm with 
coffee and tea available from 
7:15pm.

For full listings please see the 
separate leaflet or the events 
section of the website.

Thurs 3 May 6-7:30pm

 
MEET THE ARTIST
FREE

Members and friends are invited to mark 
the launch of this new exhibition of work by 
Jonathan Pomroy. Meet the artist and enjoy 
complimentary refreshments. 

Free but booking required please.  5



Sun 13 & Tues 15 May 10:30am

 
RAY WOOD SPRING TOURS
FREE

Members are invited to join a tour of this 
glorious garden at the height of rhododendron 
flowering season. 

Booking required please. Join your guide in the 
Castle Howard Courtyard by 10:20.

Sun 13 & Tues 15 May 10am-4pm
CASTLE HOWARD FRIENDS’ DAYS
FREE

Castle Howard Friends are welcome to free 
entry to the arboretum today on production of 
their Friend’s Card.

Sat 19 May 10am-5:30pm

 
MEMBERS’ FRIENDS DAY
FREE

An opportunity to invite a friend to share your 
enjoyment of the arboretum. 

Please present your membership card in the Visitor 
Centre to gain entry for your friend. One guest per 
member.

Fri 4 May- Sun 3 June 10am-5pm

 
JONATHAN POMROY 
EXHIBITION
FREE

Locally based artist Jonathan Pomroy 
(www.jonathanpomroy.co.uk) is inspired by 
the landscape and wildlife of North Yorkshire 
and beyond. This exhibition shows some of his 
recent paintings including studies of hawfinches 
made at the Yorkshire Arboretum.

Thurs 10 May 7.30-9pm

 
PLANT BIOSECURITY AND TREE 
HEALTH: IDENTIFYING NEW 
THREATS AND PROTECTING 
OUR PLANTS AND TREES 
BY PROF NICOLA SPENCE
FREE BUT DONATIONS WELCOME

See column on page 5

Friday 11 & Sat 12 May 10am-4pm
YO FREE ENTRY DAYS
FREE

Free entry to the arboretum for anyone who 
lives in the YO postcode area. Come and enjoy 
the arboretum in spring and see what we have 
to offer. 

Just bring along evidence of your address such as a 
driving licence or utility bill.

Sat 12 May 5-7:30am

 
DAWN CHORUS
ADULTS £10, CHILD £7:50

An early morning walk with expert Andy 
Chapman to see, hear and spot the arboretum’s 
songbirds. Then back to the Visitor Centre for 
complimentary bacon sandwiches and hot 
drinks. 

Booking essential.

Sun 20 May 11am

 
SEX IN THE STICKS
NORMAL ADMISSION

How do trees reproduce? There are male and 
female partners, but they don’t always live 
together or even nearby. This tour looks at 
what’s going on, to see how they do it.

See page 13.



Sun 20 May

 
JACKSON’S WOLD
See column on page 11

MEMBERS
Activities exclusively for 
members include spring and 
autumn opportunities to 
meet others and take a walk 
with the director (10 April 
and 27 September), Tours of 
Ray Wood at Castle Howard 
(13th & 15th May, 21st & 22nd 
October) and a day to bring a 
friend for free. 

Members also benefit from 
discounts on event tickets and in 
the café and shop and free entry 
at several other sites.

Sat 26 May - Sun 3 June 10am-5:30pm

 
HALF TERM TRAILS
NORMAL ADMISSION

Follow the fun trails and each clue will lead 
you closer to your sticker, or ask for a collecting 
strip and see what you can find on your own 
adventure. 

Tues 29 May 10am-3pm

 
EXPLORERS’ CLUB 
£15, £12 FOR SECOND AND 
SUBSEQUENT SIBLINGS

Lots of nature- based activities for intrepid 
explorers aged 6-11 including orienteering, 
shelter building and owl-pellet dissection. 

No adults allowed! Booking essential.  
Please bring a packed lunch.

Weds 30 May 10am-3pm

 
JUNIOR RANGERS
£7.50 PER CHILD

A fun-packed day for children aged 5-11, with 
seasonal indoor and outdoor nature inspired 
activities and crafts. 

Please note that an accompanying adult must stay 
for the session.  Booking via Howardian Hills AONB 
AONB  website (howardianhills.org.uk).

Sun 3 June 10am-4:30pm
NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME DAY
NORMAL ADMISSION

All ticket proceeds from today go to the 
National Garden Scheme, supporting 9 UK 
charities including MacMillan, Marie Curie,  
The Carers’ Trust, Perennial and the MS Society. 7



Sat 16 June 8am

 
MOTH NIGHT
FREE

Inspecting the traps set last night.

Sun 17 June 11am

 
WHERE DOES IT COME FROM?
NORMAL ADMISSION

Where do our trees come from, how long have 
different species been in Britain and how did 
they get here?

See page 13.

Sun 17 June

 
JACKSON’S WOLD
See column on page 11.

Sun 3 June

 
PADDOCK COTTAGE &  
THE OLD SMITHY
See column on page 11

Sat 9 June 5-7:30am

 
DAWN CHORUS
ADULTS £10, CHILD £7:50

See 12 May for details.

Sun 10 June 11am-3pm
MEMBERS’ PLANT SALE 
NORMAL ADMISSION

Our members have been busy propagating 
plants  from their own gardens for sale in aid 
of the arboretum. Pick up a bargain or maybe a 
mystery plant! All welcome. 

Thurs 14 June 7.30-9pm

 
JOSEPH BANKS’ FLORILEGIUM;  
BOTANICAL TREASURES FROM  
COOK’S FIRST VOYAGE  
BY PROF DAVID MABBERLEY
£5

See column on page 5.

Fri 15 June 9-10:30pm

 
UK MOTH NIGHT
ADULT £4, CHILD (5-16) £2

Join our experts  to celebrate UK Moth Night. 
Wrap up warmly to set some traps and see some 
samples of what we are likely to find. 

Soup and hot drinks available.

Fri 22 June 7-9:30pm
MIDSUMMER POETRY READING
£10

Join award winning poets  Mark Waldron, 
Catherine Ayres and others for a midsummer’s 
evening of poetry reading in our beautiful 
surroundings.

Includes a free glass of wine or a soft drink and 
nibbles. The arboretum will be open from 6pm for 
those wishing to take a stroll before the reading 
begins.



Thurs 28 June 5:30-8pm
GARDEN PARTY AT 
SLEIGHTHOLMEDALE LODGE
£20, £15 FOR OPEN GARDENS SEASON 
TICKET HOLDERS.

Join us for a special evening  with drinks and 
canapés at Sleightholmedale Lodge. The flower-
filled walled garden, meadows and terraces of 
this hundred-year-old family garden on the edge 
of the moors make it a horticultural hotspot of 
rare charm and beauty. 

We are grateful to Patrick and Natasha James for 
hosting this fundraising evening.

Sat 30 June 10:30am-12:30pm

 
BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS
ADULT £5, CHILD £2.50 plus ADMISSION

See 28 April for details.

Sat 30 June

 
GARDEN OF EDEN
See column on page 11

Sat 30 & Sun 1 July 11am, 2pm

 
WILDFLOWER WEEKEND
NORMAL ADMISSION APPLIES

A weekend celebration of wildflowers. Explore 
our meadows on a guided walk with experts 
John Grimshaw and Alastair Fitter who will help 
us identify what we find. 

ACTIVITIES FOR 
CHILDREN
From school holiday activity 
trails and free drop-in 
Discovery Days to full days 
of nature-based activities 
with Junior Rangers and 
Explorer Days there is always 
something going on to occupy 
the younger members of  
your party.

9



Sun 15 July 11am

 
NEEDLES AND CONES
NORMAL ADMISSION

We explore the world of conifers –trees that 
bear cones. The magnificent architecture and 
colour of the examples in the collection will 
convince you that they are certainly not boring!

See page 13.

Sat 21 July - Sun 2 Sept 10am-5pm

 
SUMMER ACTIVITY TRAIL
FREE

Follow the fun trails and each clue will lead you 
closer to your sticker, or ask for  a collecting 
strip and see what you can find on your own 
adventure. 

Mon 23 July 10am-3pm

 
KIDS’ ACTIVITY WEEK– 
ACTIVE DAY
 £15, £12 for second and subsequent siblings

Lots of nature-based activities for intrepid 
explorers aged 6-11 with different activities 
each day. Come to one or all 4 sessions.  
Today’s activities include orienteering and 
shelter building and crafts.

No adults allowed!  Booking essential.  
Please bring a packed lunch. Drop off from 8:30am 
and/or collection at 4pm available by prior 
arrangement (£4 per child per hour). 

Tues 10 – Sun 29 July 10am-5pm 

 
WILLOW SCULPTURE EXHIBITION

FREE

An outdoor exhibition of sculptures in willow 
made by Leilah Vyner

Sun 1 July

 
NESS HALL
See column on page 11

Wed 11 July 10am-4pm
SUMMER TREE IDENTIFICATION
£40

Have you ever wished that you could identify 
trees better? In this day course our director and 
expert plantsman, John Grimshaw, will show 
you how to identify some of our broadleafed 
trees, both native and more unusual,  using leaf 
shape, bark and other features. He will also be 
able to advise on the best trees for your garden, 
whether large or small, wet or dry,  the best time 
to plant them and how to care for them.

Light lunch and refreshments included.  
10% discount for RHS members



Weds 25 July 10am-3pm

 
KIDS’ ACTIVITY WEEK – 
BEAST DAY
£15, £12 FOR SECOND AND 
SUBSEQUENT SIBLINGS

Today’s activities include a minibeast hunt, 
decomposition activities, art, outdoor music  
and crafts.  

See 23rd July for details.

Tues 24 July 10am-3pm

 
KIDS’ ACTIVITY WEEK – 
CREATIVE ARTS DAY
£15, £12 FOR SECOND AND 
SUBSEQUENT SIBLINGS

Today’s activities include make a story stick, 
meet a tree, crafts and poetry.  

See 23rd July for details.

Thurs 26 July 10am-3pm

 
KIDS’ ACTIVITY WEEK – 
WOODLAND WIZARD DAY
£20, £15 FOR SECOND AND 
SUBSEQUENT SIBLINGS

Join the woodland fairy for a day of other-
worldly activities including wand making, magic 
hats, magic potions, relay races, crafts, party 
snacks, magical drinks and much more.

Fancy dress encouraged. See 23rd July for details.

OPEN GARDENS
A chance to visit some or all 
of 13 gardens which are kindly 
opening to visitors in support 
of the arboretum. Many have 
refreshments and plant sales 
too! Season Ticket for all 
gardens £20, Day Ticket £5. 

For full listings please see the 
separate leaflet or the events 
section of the website.

11



Mon 30 July 11am-3pm

 
DEMONSTRATION DAY
FREE

Meet our Artist in Residence, Justine Warner, 
who will be in the Visitor Centre with her sewing 
machine  today and preparing work for her 
show in October. 

Sun 5 Aug

 
CHANTILLY, THE HAYLOFT,  
THE POPLARS
See column on page 11

Weds 8 Aug 10am-2pm

 
DISCOVERY DAY
NORMAL ADMISSION

Children aged 4-11 will discover the natural 
world during these hour-long sessions which 
start on the hour from 10am-1pm. Today’s 
activities are pond dipping and orienteering.

Indoor alternatives will be available if the weather 
is poor. 

Sun 19 Aug 11am

 
WHY DO TREES MATTER?
NORMAL ADMISSION

Trees play a major part in the health of the 
planet and of people. Their presence influences 
climate change and they provide a habitat for 
many other species. Just being amongst trees, 
‘forest-bathing’, is also claimed to improve our 
health and well-being.

See column opposite.

Weds 22 Aug 10am-2pm

 
DISCOVERY DAY
NORMAL ADMISSION

Today’s activities are minibeasts and story sticks.

See 8th August for details.

Sun 2 Sept

 
ELLERKER HOUSE &  
BOUNDARY COTTAGE

See column on page 11

Mon 3 – Sun 23 Sept 10am – 5pm

 
AETHER AND WOOD
FREE

An exhibition of fine art photographs of the 
arboretum and beyond taken by 
Mathew Harrison.

Wed 5 Sept 10am-4pm

 
MAKE A WILLOW PIG 
£60 PER PERSON

Learn a new skill and make a handsome willow 
pig for your garden. No prior knowledge needed 
- just enthusiasm! 

All materials provided. Bring your own lunch or 
take a break in the Arboretum Café.



Sat 8 Sept 7-9pm

 
BAT WALK
ADULTS £5, CHILD £3

Take a dusk walk in the arboretum armed with 
a bat detector and accompanied by our expert 
Simon Bassindale. The noises we pick up will 
help us identify the species that we find. 

Please wrap up warmly and bring a torch.

Sun 9 Sept 11am

 
BACK TO SCHOOL
NORMAL ADMISSION

This is the session where you decide what we 
explore. It could be trees to grow at home, 
interesting bark, champion trees, diseases, you 
name it!

See separate column.

Weds 12 Sept 7.30-9pm

 
GARDENING IN THE EMERALD 
CITY BY RIZ REYES
FREE BUT DONATIONS WELCOME

See column on page 5.

Thurs 27 Sept 10:30 for 11am

 
MEMBERS’ MORNING
FREE

Members are invited to join our director, John 
Grimshaw, over a cup of coffee for an informal 
get together followed by a walk around the 
arboretum under his expert guidance. You are 
guaranteed to discover something new no 
matter whether you have recently joined or 
have been a member for years! 

Booking required please.

MEETINGS 
WITH TREES
Each of this series of Sunday 
morning walks explores a 
particular aspect of the life 
of trees, with the topic being 
illustrated using specimens 
in the arboretum’s collection. 
The tours are all different and 
you are welcome to attend as 
many sessions as you like. 

Meet in the cafe at 10:30 ready 
to set off at 11am. 

13



Fri 19 Oct 6-7:30pm

 
THREADS THROUGH NATURE 
– MEET THE ARTIST
FREE

Members and friends are invited to mark the 
launch of this new exhibition of work. Meet the 
artist and enjoy complimentary refreshments.

Free but booking required please.

Sun 21 & Tues 22 Oct 10:30am

 
RAY WOOD AUTUMN TOURS
FREE

Join our Members’ tour of this glorious garden 
to see the autumn colours.  

Booking required please. Join your expert guide in 
the Castle Howard Courtyard by 10:20.

Thurs 11 Oct 7.30-9pm

 
URBAN TREES OF TOMORROW – 
WHICH ARE THEY AND  
HOW TO FIND THEM?  
BY DR HENRIK SJÖMAN
FREE BUT DONATIONS WELCOME

See column on page 5.

Fri 12 Oct 2-4:30pm

 
FRIENDS’ AND LIFE MEMBERS’ 
AFTERNOON
FREE

Friends, Life Members and a guest are invited 
to join the Chair of Trustees and Director  
for a walk in the arboretum followed by tea 
and a chat.

Sat 13 October 8:45-11:45am

 
PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE
£50

See 28 April for details.

Sun 14 & Tues 16 Oct 10am-4pm
CASTLE HOWARD FRIENDS’ DAYS
FREE

Castle Howard Friends are welcome to free 
entry to the arboretum today on production 
of their Friend’s Card.

Mon 16 Oct – Sun 4 Nov  10am-5pm

 
THREADS THROUGH NATURE                                                                                 
FREE

Work by local mixed media and textile artist 
Justine Warner (Pearl Loves Paisley) who has 
produced a body of work based on the Yorkshire 
Arboretum during her year-long residency.  
The exhibition includes 12 pieces inspired by the 
seasons and different views of the arboretum.

Sun 21 Oct 11am

 
AUTUMN GLORY
NORMAL ADMISSION

Today we will look at the stunning autumn 
colours of various trees and at the effect they 
have on the landscape at this time of year.

See page 13.

Sat 27 Oct - Sun 4 Nov 10am-5pm

 
ALIEN BUGS AND AUTUMN 
ACTIVITY TRAILS
NORMAL ADMISSION

Learn how to protect nature from pesky pests 
and diseases. Follow the bug hunt trail to find 
out more. Or try the woodland trail where each 
clue leads you closer to your prize.



Tues 30 Oct 1:30-3:30pm

 
FUNGI FORAY
ADULT £7.50 CHILD £5 PLUS ADMISSION

Join in a hunt for fungi around the arboretum,  
see what you can find and get your specimens 
identified by our expert, Malcolm Greaves.  
Will it be colourful, will it be unusual,  
who can tell?

Weds 31 Oct 10am-3pm

 
JUNIOR RANGERS
£7.50 PER CHILD

A fun-packed day for children aged 5-11, with 
seasonal indoor and outdoor nature inspired 
activities and crafts. 

Please note that an acompanying adult must stay 
for the session.  Booking via Howardian Hills AONB  
website (howardianhills.org.uk).

Thurs 8 Nov 7.30-9pm

 
BOTANICAL ART –  
PLANT ILLUSTRATION 
OVER SIX CENTURIES 
BY DR JOHN GRIMSHAW
FREE BUT DONATIONS WELCOME

See column on page 5.

Weds 21 Nov 10am-4pm
WINTER TREE IDENTIFICATION
£40

Have you ever wished that you could identify 
trees better? In this day course our director and 
expert plantsman, John Grimshaw, will show 
you how to identify some of our broadleafed 
trees, both native and more unusual, when they 
are not in leaf. He will also be able to advise on 
the best trees for your garden, whether large or 
small, wet or dry, the best time to plant them 
and how to care for them. 

Light lunch and refreshments included.  
10% discount for RHS members.

Weds 28 Nov 10:30am
WINTER TREE WALK
NORMAL ADMISSION

National Tree Week has been running since  
1975, just before George Howard and James 
Russell started developing the arboretum as 
we know it today. On this walk our director,  
John Grimshaw will show you around and 
explain how the site has developed over 
the years.

Thurs 29 Nov 10am-12 noon 

 
WILLOW WREATHS
£30 per person

Make a luxury, rustic willow wreath for your 
home from natural,  locally sourced materials. 
Show off your creativity and get into the 
Christmas spirit. 

Booking required please

Wed 26 Dec & Tues 1 Jan  10am-3pm
WINTER WELLY WALKS
ADULTS £7, 11-16S £4, 5-10S £2, UNDER 5S FREE

A Yorkshire Arboretum fundraising institution, 
generously run by one of our life members and 
helpers. Make the most of the festive season 
and enjoy a walk in the fresh air and glorious 
surroundings of the arboretum. 

Return to the Visitor Centre for hot and cold  
drinks, home-made treats and plenty of festive 
cheer! Booking preferred please. 15



FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK: 
t:  01653 648598    e:  visit@yorkshirearboretum.org 

  theyorkshirearboretum     @YorksArboretum

www.yorkshirearboretum.org
The Yorkshire Arboretum, Castle Howard, York. YO60 7BY

Registered charity 1044931
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