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‘The arb’ is a wonderfully diverse 
place, with layers of history in 
the landscape, endless stories 
to be told about the trees, and 
a great richness of native plants 
and animals. We want you to 
celebrate and explore all areas 
of this deep heritage, discovering 
and learning more every time 
you visit. 

This programme is a taster of 
the activities and events we’re 
considering for our Heritage 
Lottery Fund supported project 
‘If Trees could Talk’. 

Your feedback will help guide 
us as we develop our second-
round bid, tailoring our ideas to 
yours, ensuring that we develop 
a project that delivers what you 
really want from a visit to the 
Yorkshire Arboretum. 

All of these events are FREE 
but normal admission applies.

Book on t: 01653 648598 
e: visit@yorkshirearboretum.org 
or call in at the Visitor Centre. 

Tues 17th July
BUILDING AN ARBORETUM 
Join landscape researcher Camilla Allen 
and learn how designers have shaped the 
arboretum over the past 350 years. The session 
will include a study tour of the arboretum and 
a craft workshop where you will explore maps, 
drawings and plans.

10am-12 noon: For accompanied children (8-12 yrs) 
1:30-3:30pm: For adults 

Thurs 12th July
BEING TREE!
Join language artist Camilla Nelson as she leads 
you through a series of multi-sensory, creative 
activities – writing, drawing, listening, and 
sounding – to help you get to know the trees 
of the Yorkshire Arboretum.

10am-12 noon: For accompanied children (8-12 yrs) 
1:30-3:30pm: For adults.

Sat 4th Aug
MINDFUL WALKING FOR WELLBEING 
Experience the benefits of the calm and 
peaceful surroundings within the arboretum. 
Scientific studies have emphasised that 
spending time in the great outdoors promotes 
human health and has been linked to lower 
stress levels, improved working memory 
and feeling more alive. This is an opportunity 
to be immersed in the present through a quiet 
group walk interspersed with reflections 
of how landscape and biodiversity can 
help our wellbeing. 

6-8pm: Suitable for adults. No dogs please.

Tues 7th Aug
BEEKEEPING FOR BEGINNERS
Learn about the heritage of bee keeping from 
a real bee keeper. There’ll be a demonstration 
of how a hive works, followed by a tour to view 
the active hives at the hornbeam. We will then 
view the wildflower areas and discuss how 
bees contribute to our landscape and heritage 
through pollination.

6-7:30pm Suitable for all. This event does not 
involve handling bees.

Please do tell us what you think.

#YorArb

Please note that participants will be asked 
to complete a feedback form, and we may 
request permission to take images.



Mon 3rd – Sat 22nd Sept
MAPPING OURSELVES –  
THE YORKSHIRE ARBORETUM 
WITHIN THE CASTLE HOWARD 
LANDSCAPE: PAST, PRESENT  
AND FUTURE
Are you interested in local history? Learn how 
the arboretum site has changed over time – 
from a medieval deer park to part of the Castle 
Howard designed landscape – and from there 
to the layout we enjoy today. But landscapes 
always change – how might it look in the future?

During opening hours.

Thurs 6th Sept
TALK – THE  GRAND LANDSCAPE 
OF CASTLE HOWARD
The Yorkshire Arboretum occupies part of one 
of the grandest of grand landscapes in England. 
Learn about how this landscape has developed 
from 1699 onwards from Chris Ridgway, Curator 
of Castle Howard, and see how we fit into it.

7.30pm with tea and coffee from 7:15pm

Mon 1st Oct
ASHES TO ASHES? – A WORKSHOP 
ABOUT ASH DIEBACK AND 
BIOSECURITY
Concerns with plant pests and disease are often 
in the headlines since Ash Dieback caught the 
public’s imagination. This workshop will provide 
up to date information on Ash Dieback, give 
an opportunity to see the disease in action and 
to discuss principles of day to day biosecurity 
that we should all be aware of. Help us survey 
the arboretum’s collection of ash species from 
round the world – we need to know which may 
be resistant!

10.30am-12.30pm or 1.30-3.30pm.  
Suitable for adults

Mon 8th Oct
PRINCIPLES OF PRUNING
Not sure how to prune your trees and shrubs? 
It can be a daunting prospect! 

Join John Grimshaw and other experts from 
the Yorkshire Arboretum to learn the best 
techniques and times for pruning, so that you 
can take on the task in confidence and enhance 
the beauty of the woody plants in your garden.

10.30am -12.30pm or 1.30-3.30pm.  
Suitable for all aged 16 upwards

Sat 27th Oct to Sun 4th Nov
LISTENING TO TREES 
Have you ever wondered what a tree sounds 
like inside? Come and hear the inner workings 
of a tree through the wonders of modern 
technology. Acoustics can tell us much about 
a tree’s health – from the stealthy munching of 
a beetle grub to a weak branch union, but also 
provide an insight into the dynamic nature of 
wood as it flexes in the wind.

Dave Chesmore will explain all on Sunday 
28 October, or you can join us as we listen and 
record sounds at other trees this week 
(please see details on the website in October).  
A chorus of tree sounds will be available 
to listen to all week.

During opening hours. Suitable for all.

Tues 9th Oct
LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY WALK
Explore the landscape of the Yorkshire 
Arboretum through the lens with our own 
award-winning photographer Mathew Harrison. 
Learn how to use your phone or other camera 
to capture the best images of our beautiful 
landscape and create lasting memories, as 
Mathew guides you through different parts of 
the arboretum.

10am-12:30pm or 3-5:30pm. Suitable for all



From 1st July – 30th Nov
STORIES TREES TELL
Discover more about the fascinating stories told 
by the trees that grow here as you follow this 
newly developed trail. 

For adults and older children

Sat 4th Aug – Sun 30th Sept
NURSERY RHYME TRAIL
Have you ever wondered what the little mouse 
made his clogs from, or about the origins of the 
nonsense poem Hickory Dickory Dock? Tiptoe 
through our nursery rhyme trail to find out.

Aimed at families with children aged 3-8

From Sun 1st July 
SCENIC PHOTO POSTS
We need you to help us monitor how our 
landscape is changing, day by day, season 
by season and over the years. Just by taking 
photos!  A crowd-sourced project to better 
understand the landscapes of the Yorkshire 
Arboretum. There will be a competition and 
prize for the best photograph taken from the 
photo posts which will be judged later this year.

Look out for a leaflet explaining the project and 
what to do, then follow on Instagram and Twitter 
with #YAView. Suitable for all

Mon 13th Aug - Sun 30th Sept
SENSORY TREE TRAIL
Forget sight and come and explore our 
tree collection through your other senses.  
Through our sensory tree trail we will take 
you on a new journey through our collection 
exploring the interesting ways that  
trees have developed to thrive 
in their natural environments.

Suitable for all.

From Sat 4th August – Sun 30th Sept
JIM THE PLANT HUNTER
Step into the boots of a plant hunter and 
explore botanical treasures from around the 
world. You will need to adventure across the 
arboretum to find rare plants hailing from China 
to Chile and collect stamps in your ‘passport’ 
along the way.

Aimed at families with primary aged children

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK: 
t:  01653 648598    e:  visit@yorkshirearboretum.org 
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