
 

 

 

 
Research Volunteer 
 
 
Working with:  The Director and other members of staff 
 
We have a need for a volunteer willing to undertake ad hoc short term projects and pieces of 
research for the Director and other members of staff on a variety of topics 
 
What would I do? 

 Discuss with the Director or other staff the brief for a particular project and agree 
your involvement. This could include computer or library-based research, telephone 
calls, writing up notes or a short report or giving verbal feedback 

 Further involvement with a particular project could be possible depending on need 
and your interest 
 

What skills and experience do I need? 

 Experience in research and report writing in any context is desirable  

 Strong computer skills, particularly in using the internet to research a topic 

 A good telephone manner 

 Ability to summarise and present your findings either verbally or in writing 

 An interest in the work of the arboretum, conservation, country matters and nature 
would be welcome 

 
Where would I work? 

 An initial briefing meeting would probably be at the arboretum but could possibly be 
by telephone. Another meeting to present your findings might be needed 

 Most work could be carried out at your home at a time to suit you, but there could 
be deadlines (which would be discussed in advance) 

 Some visits to libraries, sites etc might needed. If you are asked to do any travel, 
expenses could be offered. 

 
How much time would I need to give? 

 The need for this type of help is unpredictable and it is tricky to say in advance how 
much time might be needed for any project.  We would contact you to discuss the 
project, the likely time commitment and your availability.   We would fully 
understand if you were not able to help on some occasions 
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What training would I be given? 

 You will be fully briefed by the Director or other staff member and given suggestions 
for likely sources of information, contacts and links 

 The Director will be available by email or telephone to discuss developments and 
problems 

 You will be invited to an Induction Day for new volunteers. Here you would learn 
about the arboretum, its history and plans for future developments, the work of 
other teams, and the services we offer such as events, venue hire and 
commemorative items.  We hope this will help to make you feel part of the team at 
the arboretum and confident to deal with questions which may come your way 
during your volunteering activities.  Above all, it will give you a chance to meet other 
like-minded volunteers 

 
I’m interested!  How do I apply? 
Please contact volunteer@yorkshirearboretum.org telling us a little about yourself, why you 
are interested in this role and any relevant skills and experience you have.  We will normally 
reply to you by email initially but please also include a telephone number(s) so we can 
contact you. 
 
If you do not have access to email please telephone the arboretum on 01653 648598 and leave a 
brief message letting us know which role you’re interested in, together with your telephone number, 
and we’ll call you back. 

mailto:volunteer@yorkshirearboretum.org

