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Under 12s go 
FREE

every day!

FREEfun activities inside!

Arboretum Entry times & Café Opening Hours
10am - 4pm every day from March 1st - November 30th. 
Extended entry to 4.30pm at weekends from May - 
October. The arboretum closes 1 hour after last entry.

Parking
Ample free parking is available on site. There is limited 
parking for disabled visitors close to the Visitor Centre 
(please display your blue badge).

How to Find us
By car or coach: The Yorkshire Arboretum is located 15 
miles north east of York and is easily accessible from the 
A64 which connects Leeds, York and the Yorkshire coast. 
Just follow the brown tourist signs to Castle Howard. 
The arboretum is located off the obelisk roundabout, 
opposite the main entrance to Castle Howard.

01653 648598
www.yorkshirearboretum.org
visit@yorkshirearboretum.org

The Yorkshire Arboretum
Castle Howard, York, YO60 7BY

Brochure design: www.marketingbyignite.com

Birthday Parties
The Yorkshire Arboretum is a unique and exciting venue 
for your child’s birthday party. Offering a secure outside 
space, the arboretum enables children to engage with 
nature while having a great time. 

Our standard party package includes:
• Two supervised activities from our Outdoor 

Education programme for up to 25 children
• Use of our Outdoor Classroom for your birthday 

tea
• Free entry for up to 6 accompanying adults

Parties cost £130 + VAT for up to 25 children.  Please 
contact our Education Team to learn more on 
education@yorkshirearboretum.org

We can even help by baking and serving the birthday 
cake! Our café team would be delighted to discuss your 
design ideas and preferences - just pop in or call 01653 
648767.

2017 Events & Activities DISCOVERY DAY
Tue 29th August , 10am-2pm, £3.50 per session

Children aged 4-11 can 
discover the natural world 
during these hour-long drop-in 
sessions. This week’s activities 
are pond dipping and shelter 
building.

ARBORETUM EXPLORERS’ CLUB  - ACTIVE LEARNING
Wed 30th August, 10am-3pm, £15 per child
Lots of nature-based activities for intrepid explorers aged 
6-11 including orienteering, shelter building, owl pellet 
dissection, and certificate making. No adults allowed!  
Packed lunch included.  Booking essential.

TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC
Sun 3rd September, 11am-2pm, 
£3.50 per child
Bring a picnic and a bear and take part in this teddy 
themed day. Have a go at teddy crafts  and decorate a 
teddy biscuit . Normal admission applies for adults.

JUNIOR RANGERS
Weds 25th October, 10am-3pm, £7.50 per child
A fun-packed day for children aged 5-11 accompanied 
by an adult, with seasonal indoor and outdoor nature 
inspired activities and crafts. Full details and booking at 
the Howardian Hills AONB (howardianhills.org.uk).

AUTUMN ACTIVITY TRAIL
Sat 21st October - Sun 5th November, Free
Follow the Woodland and Alien Bug trails. Each clue will 
lead you closer to your prize. Free seasonal self-guided 
trails during our usual opening hours.

TELL ME A STORY
Mon 14th August, 10am, 11am and 12 noon 
£5.50 per child
Join us for these hourly sessions in the woodland with 
stories and rhymes in the storytelling tent, followed 
by nature-based craft activities. Suitable for ages 3-11. 
Refreshments included. Booking preferred. Usual adult 
admission applies.

RYEDALE BOOK FESTIVAL AT THE ARBORETUM
Sun 20th August, 10am-4pm, Free 
A day of fantastic activities for book- and tree-lovers. Join 
international storyteller Cat Weatherill (Barkbone) Karen 
Celestine (Celestine and the Hare) and others sharing 
their tributes to trees. There’ll be performances of stick 
stories old and new and stick inspired activities (including 
knitting!) for the whole family.

TRADITIONAL TALES & FINGER PUPPET FUN
Mon 21st August , 10am, 11am and 12 noon 
£3.50 per child
A day of re-enacting the stories of the Three Little Pigs and 
The Billy Goats Gruff using the arboretum environment. 
Can you make it over the bridge before the troll comes? 
Will the wolf huff and puff?  Suitable for ages 3-11. Usual 
adult admission applies.

ARBORETUM EXPLORERS’ CLUB  - CREATIVE ARTS
Wed 23rd August, 10am-3pm, £15 per child
Lots of nature-based activities 
for intrepid explorers aged 6-11 
including make a story stick, 
meet a tree, story trail, crafts 
and poetry. No adults allowed!  
Booking essential. Packed lunch 
included.

JUNIOR RANGERS
Wed 12th April, 10am-3pm,  £7.50 per child
A fun-packed day for children aged 5-11 accompanied 
by an adult, with seasonal indoor and outdoor nature 
inspired activities and crafts. Full details and booking via 
the Howardian Hills AONB (howardianhills.org.uk).

EASTER ACTIVITY TRAIL
Sat 8th - Sun 23rd April, Free
Follow the fun Easter trail and each clue will lead you 
closer to your sticker prize. A free drop-in event during our 
usual opening hours.

JUNIOR RANGERS 
Wed 31st May, 10am-3pm, £7.50 per child
A fun-packed day for children aged 5-11 accompanied 
by an adult, with seasonal indoor and outdoor nature 
inspired activities and crafts. Full details and booking at 
the Howardian Hills AONB (howardianhills.org.uk).

DISCOVERY DAY
Mon 31st July, 10am-2pm, £3.50 per session

Children aged 4-11 can 
discover the natural world 
during these hour-long drop-in 
sessions starting on the hour. 
This week’s activities are pond 
dipping and a minibeast hunt.

ARBORETUM EXPLORERS’ CLUB  - BEAST DAY!
Wed 9th August, 10am - 3pm, £15 per child
Lots of nature-based activities for intrepid explorers aged 
6-11 including a minibeast hunt, decomposition activities, 
art, outdoor music and crafts. No adults allowed!  Booking 
essential please. Packed lunch included.



Colour in these pretty butterflies. You 
could cut them out carefully and stick them onto 

a window with Blu Tack. Make sure you ask an adult 
to help you!

The Yorkshire Arboretum is a fun & fascinating place for 
children AND adults. Admission is FREE for children up 
to 11 and only £3.50 for 12 to 16 year olds. 

In addition to the 120 acres of 
parkland to explore there’s a range 
of great activities on offer every 
day and our events programme 
means there’s often something 
extra to do and see throughout 
the season - especially during 
the school holidays.

We also host more than 2,000 
children per year on school 
visits - make sure to pick 
up a leaflet detailing our 
curriculum-led activities 
before you leave to show 
your teacher.

We’re also a Learning Destination 
for the Children’s University so 
bring along your child’s pass-
port to be stamped when they 
complete a validated activity. 
There’s more information on 
the scheme at
www.childrensuniversity.co.uk

How many ladybirds,
worms and bees can you find
on this leaflet?
Don’t forget to look on both sides of 
the paper!

ADVENTURE BACKPACKS

Explore the outdoors and learn about nature. Each 
age-appropriate backpack contains a range of items and 
activities (e.g. bark rubbing kit, bird ID sheet). Free to 
borrow on payment of a £10 refundable deposit.

Activities to Enjoy Every Day!

MINIBEAST TRAIL

This FREE, fun trail is 
designed to help children 
explore nature & learn  
about the creatures they 
see along the way. 

SEASONAL ACTIVITIES

Depending when you visit, it might be Leaf Bingo - a 
treasure-hunt style activity, or perhaps a  Story Trail - a  
word-hunt and writing activity to encourage children 
to explore and use their imaginations. Just ask in the 
Visitor Centre for your FREE activity sheet.

Use this space to draw a picture of your visit 
to the arboretum. Perhaps you playing in the 
woodland playground, or your favourite tree?

WOODLAND PLAYGROUND

Den building, balance beams, tree trunk bridges, 
log ladders and giant stepping stones - all created 

from the arboretum’s own trees!


